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SAIL250® VIRGINIA CONCLUDES AS THE 
COMMONWEALTH'S GREATEST 250th CELEBRATION 

Record Crowds, International Ships, and Historic Convergence of Three Landmark 
Events Cement Norfolk's Place on the World Stage 

NORFOLK, VA (June 25, 2026) — Sail250® Virginia, the Commonwealth's signature 
commemoration of America's 250th anniversary, concluded this week as the largest and 
most celebrated public maritime event in Hampton Roads' history. Over five days in Norfolk 
and a twelve-day regional voyage spanning eleven affiliate harbors across the Chesapeake 
Bay region, the event welcomed an international fleet of more than 60 tall ships and 
military vessels from approximately 20 nations — and drew record-breaking crowds that 
organizers say exceeded even their lofty expectations. 
 
"What happened here these past two weeks was something Virginia will be talking about 
for generations," said Karen Scherberger, President and CEO of Sail250® Virginia. "We 
promised the grandest Parade of Sail ever seen in Hampton Roads, and the people of this 
region — and visitors who traveled from across the country and around the world — 
showed up to receive it. I think what we witnessed was a community coming together in a 
way that only happens once in a lifetime." 
 
The historic alignment of Juneteenth, the Harborfest 50th Anniversary, and America's 
Semiquincentennial — all on the same waterfront, in the same week — proved to be far 
more than a scheduling coincidence. It became the defining character of the event itself. 
 
“I believe that Juneteenth, Harborfest, and Sail250® Virginia did not merely coexist — they 
made each other better, and they made Norfolk better," Scherberger said.  "We welcomed 
sailors, cadets, families, and visitors who represent every corner of the world and every 
chapter of our shared history.”   
 
Ted Baroody, CEO, Norfolk Festevents, echoed that sense of accomplishment. Baroody 
said that Festevents, which has produced Norfolk Harborfest for half a century, has heard 
encouraging anecdotal reports from across the festival footprint indicating that the 50th 
Annual Norfolk Harborfest likely met or exceeded organizational goals. 



 

 

"It's extremely satisfying to see that our 50th anniversary, along with the two other major 
events that coincided over the weekend, gelled so successfully," Baroody said. "We’ve 
heard reports about high ship visitation numbers, robust foot traffic, and strong sales from 
festival food vendors to commemorative merchandise retailers. That tells us something 
real about the depth of engagement." 
 
Formal attendance figures and a precise accounting of the event's economic impact will 
require additional time to compile and will be reported by municipal and tourism officials in 
the weeks ahead. However, Sail250® Virginia organizers can say today that the public 
response — measured in real-time social media metrics — was extraordinary. 
 
"Our social media engagement was simply off the charts," said Scherberger. Traffic to the 
Sail250Virginia.com website and digital engagement surged beyond projections throughout 
the event window. Share of voice stats showed Sail250® Virginia dominated regional 
conversation and generated significant national reach — from earned media to organic 
social posts from attendees who shared what Norfolk and Virginia had done.  
 
“Sentiment analysis confirmed what anyone standing on that waterfront already knew: the 
reaction was overwhelmingly positive, enthusiastic, and deeply personal for people across 
every demographic and geography we tracked,” Scherberger explained. “We are grateful for 
every share, every tag, and every post from the people who helped tell this story." 
 
"Norfolk is proud to have served as host city," Scherberger said, "but this was Virginia's 
event, and Virginia delivered. Every harbor, every community, every partner organization 
stepped forward and made it clear: we are a commonwealth of maritime history and 
international friendship, and we are proud of it." 
 
"To the tall ships, to the crews, to the 20-plus nations who trusted us with this moment — 
thank you," said Scherberger. "And to every Virginian who lined the shore, boarded a vessel, 
or simply looked up when the Blue Angels flew over and felt something — that is what we 
built this for. We made history again. Together." 
 

• The week launched Friday, June 19, with a Juneteenth Opening Ceremony at Town 
Point Park, followed at noon by the historic 26-nautical-mile Parade of Sail, as the 
U.S. Navy Blue Angels roared overhead.  

• The weekend featured back-to-back fireworks nights over the Elizabeth River, the 
50th Anniversary of Norfolk Harborfest, and free public ship tours along two miles of 
continuous downtown waterfront access. 

• Unprecedented regional cooperation across 12 Virginia localities produced events 
well beyond the host city of Norfolk. Beginning June 12, affiliate harbors in 
Alexandria, Hampton, Onancock, Richmond, Yorktown, and Smithfield/Isle of Wight 
welcomed the first waves of the fleet for multi-day waterfront festivals. Virginia 
Beach, Cape Charles, Chesapeake, and Portsmouth followed with additional ship 
visits and events from June 18 through 23. 



 

 

• The fleet, which included tall ships from across Europe and the Americas and allied 
naval vessels participating in FLEETEX 250 at Naval Station Norfolk, drew more than 
14,000 international officers, cadets, and crew members to Virginia shores.  

• Cultural exchange events, the International Soccer Tournament, and crew 
engagement activities brought the sailors off the ships and into the community 
throughout the week. 

• The last ship departed Norfolk on the morning of June 24 for its next port of call — 
Baltimore — with select vessels beginning their departure on Monday evening. 
Northern Neck boaters watched the individual ships pass northward through the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

 
Sail250® Virginia was produced by Norfolk Festevents, Ltd., in partnership with VA250, the 
City of Norfolk, and a broad coalition of regional sponsors and community partners 
(below). Visit www.sail250virginia.com for full event archives, ship information, and future 
programming. 

### 
 
Sail250® Virginia support includes:  
In Partnership with VA250.  
Sponsors: Virginia is for Lovers, The City of Norfolk, Sentara, TowneBank, W.F. Magann Corporation, Crofton, E.G. 
Middleton, Inc., Dominion Enterprises, McLeskey, VIGOR Marine | MHI Norfolk, The Port of Virginia, Dominion Energy, 
Robbins Maritime, Hampton Roads Shipping Association, Fairlead, Light Tech, Inc., Colliers, Virginia Pilot Association, 
Nauticus, Carnival Cruise Line, ICON, Colonna’s, Inc., Perry Family Foundation, Hilton Norfolk The Main, Visit Norfolk, 
City Cruises, BAE Systems, Coastal Precast Systems, LLC, Elizabeth River Concrete, S.B. Ballard, Bay Power Solutions, 
Caligari Gerloff Painting Inc., STIHL, Coastal Virginia Tourism Alliance, Rivers Casino Portsmouth, Navy League of 
Hampton Roads, City of Virginia Beach, Bruce Bishop, Decker Law, Sherwin Williams, Centennial, Schaubach 
Fund/Suffolk Foundation, Town Point Club, New Journal & Guide, 13News Now, WAVY TV 10. Produced by Norfolk 
Festevents, Ltd. WHRO Official Education Media Partner. | Hilton Norfolk The Main – HQ Hotel.  
  
About Sail250® Virginia  
Sail250® Virginia, hosted by the City of Norfolk, is part of the United States’ national commemoration of America’s 250th 
anniversary. This signature event is planned as the largest public event in the Commonwealth for the 250th. Scheduled 
June 12–23, 2026, the event will bring a fleet of international tall ships, military ships, historic and character vessels to 
Norfolk (June 19–22, 2026) and Affiliate Harbors (June 12–21, 2026) in the Chesapeake Bay Region for multi-day 
waterfront festivals, featuring ship tours, fireworks, concerts, and educational programming. Sail250® Virginia will 
showcase Virginia’s role as a maritime gateway to the world, bringing together participants and visitors from around the 
globe. For more details, visit www.sail250virginia.com, Facebook, and Instagram  


