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What is the Sail250® Virginia
Adopt-a-Ship Program

This is an unparalleled opportunity for schools, organizations, and communities to engage in the 
Sail250® Virginia events as ambassadors to the crews of 60 ships from 20 countries around the world.

The Sail250® Virginia Adopt-a-Ship program is open to public, private, and home school groups, as 
well as youth and adult social and civic organizations across the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Participants in the Adopt-a-Ship program will be partnered with one of 60 ships from 20 countries 
visiting Virginia in June 2026. They will have the opportunity to communicate with “their” ship’s crew in 
the months leading up to Sail250® Virginia and learn about the culture, traditions, and history of the 
ship and its crew.

Ambassador programs can integrate history, geography, foreign language, art, and cultural lessons 
into their curriculum and programming, supported by resources provided by Sail250® Virginia.

During the Sail250® Virginia events (June 12-23, 2026), Adopt-a-Ship participants will be able to 
welcome their ships to local ports, tour the visiting ships, and meet the crew of “their” ship. 
Participating programs will have the opportunity to apply for Sail250® Virginia transportation grants to 
help offset the financial costs of these trips.

The Sail250® Virginia Adopt-a-Ship program is an integral part of this incredible world class event and 
will create lasting bonds of friendship between visiting ship, their crews, and Virginia citizens of all 
ages!



Who Can Participate in the 
Sail250® Virginia Adopt-a-Ship 

Program?
The Sail250® Virginia Adopt-a-Ship Program is open to 

schools/organizations across Virginia, including:

• Public, Private, and Home Schools (Elementary, Middle, and 
High schools)

• Colleges and Universities
• Neighborhood Organizations
• Civic leagues
• Private Companies/corporations
• Local yacht clubs
• Military commands
• Athletic clubs
• Service organizations
• Social groups



How can Adopt-a-Ship participants get involved in the 
Sail250® Virginia events?

• Communicate with the captain and crew of a visiting ship ahead of the June 2026 events.
• Opportunities for select participants to sail aboard one of the visiting ships during the Sail250® Virginia 

events in June 2026.
• Meet visiting ships on the pier as they arrive in Virginia.
• Provide translators during Sail250® Virginia to practice your foreign language skills.
• Integrate information about a visiting ship and its home country into your educational curriculum.
• Host a concert featuring music from a visiting ship’s country.
• Host a dinner or cookout for the captain and crew of a visiting ship.
• Create an art contest inspired by the visiting fleet or their countries.
• Host the crew of a visiting ship for a baseball or soccer game.
• Host the crew of a visiting ship for a field trip to a local museum, theme park, or shopping center.
• Have students cook meals inspired by the cuisine one of the visiting ship’s country.
• Organize a run/walk with the crew of a visiting ship



Past Successes:
OpSail2012® Virginia’s
Adopt-a-Ship Program

Accomack County Schools, Accomack VA
Azalea Gardens Middle School, Norfolk VA
Blair Middle School, Norfolk VA
Booker T. Washington High School, Norfolk VA
Boy Scout Troop 306, Cape Charles VA
Broadwater Academy, Cape Charles VA
Camp Allen Elementary School, Norfolk VA
Cape Charles Christian School, Cape Charles VA
Cape Henry Collegiate School, Virginia Beach, VA
Christ & St. Lukes, Norfolk, VA
Coleman Place Elementary School, Norfolk VA
Family Medical Practitioners Inc., Virginia Beach VA
Fort Story Youth Center, Virginia Beach VA
Granby High School NJROTC, Norfolk VA

Great Bridge Cruise Club, Virginia Beach VA
Henrico County Adult ESL, Henrico VA
James Monroe Elementary School, Norfolk VA
Jamestown High School, Williamsburg VA
King George Middle School, King George VA
Maury High School NJROTC, Norfolk VA
Norfolk Botanical Garden, Norfolk VA
Norfolk Collegiate School, Norfolk, VA
Northampton High School, Capeville VA
Norview Middle School, Norfolk VA
Occohannock Elementary School, Exmore, VA
Ocean View Middle School, Norfolk, VA
Oceanaire Elementary School, Norfolk VA
Old Point Comfort Yacht Club

Park Place School, Norfolk VA
Salvation Army Tidewater
Sea Scouts, Ship 16, Suffolk, VA
Suburban Park Elementary School, Norfolk VA
Tidewater Community College, Norfolk VA
Tidewater Park Elementary School, Norfolk VA
Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond VA
Yorktown Middle School, Yorktown VA
U.S. Naval Sea Cadets – Top Hatters
Virginia Beach Sail & Power Squadron
Washington & Lee High School, Hague VA
W.H. Taylor Elementary School, Norfolk VA
Xerox Community Involvement Program



To learn more or sign-
up for the Sail250® 
Virginia Adopt-a-Ship 
Program:

Please complete and submit the 
Sail250® Virginia Adopt-a-Ship Interest 
Form or contact Paula Cook at 
CookP@festevents.org
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