This project is the result of the work
of the Film and Humanities Institue

at Norfolk State University, Norfolk

Public Library, City of Norfolk, and
Norfolk Festevents.

Project Team
Lateef Gibson Janira Teague

Uzzie Cannon Troy Valos Norfolk Harborfest®
Cassandra Newby-Alexander

Dispelling the Myth of

Images Courtesy of Harborfest and the
Norfolk Festevents

Library of Congress Connection with the

Sargeant Memorial Collection Slave Trade
Norfolk Public Library 0
JOSEPH JENKINS ﬁ NORFOLK STATE
Contact Us ROBERTS CENTER n'} UNIVERSITY

FOR AFRICAN DIASPORA ST(jDIES Wi the future in
Cassandra Newby-Alexander ¢ see e e fnyon.

clnewby-alexander@nsu.edu HE CITY OF b

Karen Scherberger N@RFOL w :0 ¢

PS [ ]
ScherbergerK@festevents.org GFestg‘@ntss“
Visit us on the Web:

https://festevents.org/ The Slavery Myth Surrounding

Norfolk Harborfest®




Why Do So Many People
Believe the Myth?

Many ports and harbors have sordid
histories related to America’s slave
trade. Norfolk Harborfest® occurs at
the same downtown waterfront as did
Norfolk’s domestic slave trade, where
thousands of people were separated.

The harbor was the center of Norfolk’s
domestic slave trade

Over 15,000 enslaved people and
kidnapped free blacks were trans-
ported primarily to the New Orleans
slave market for resale as part of the
domestic slave trade

Norfolk’s slave jails and auction
blocks were located within a few
blocks of the waterfront

Conclusions

The horrific institution of slavery was
never celebrated at Norfolk Harbor-
fest®. The event originated in 1976

as a result of America’s Bicentennial
Celebration to recognize international
goodwill through the visit of the world’s
sail training tall ships to U.S. ports.

Norfolk Harborfest® has maintained
its tradition as a three-day public event
filled with tall ships, navy and maritime
goodwill, diverse entertainment, and
performances. It also provides one of
the largest fireworks displays on the
East Coast.

The inclusion of tall ships at Norfolk
Harborfest®, and the history of Nor-
folk’s harbor, highlight i
of the city’s i
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